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   As we look to our discipleship together in 

2010 we will be working with the theme ð ñContinue 

the Journey ð Togetherò.  But before we ñContinue the 

Journeyò it would be helpful to look at the Journey we 

have been through together.  In November, I will have 

been with you for 16 years.  For those of you who have 

been here for some time letôs reflect on some of our vi-

sions of discipleship for Good Shepherd over the years.  

For the many of you who have been with us for 5 years 

and less this will be a ñquick rewindò 

so donôt glaze over yet.  We will ñplay 

forwardò in another paragraph. 

 When I got here the first vision that 

was very important was getting control 

of the debt and restructuring the Confir-

mation class.  Our multi-purpose build-

ing was a great learning experience be-

cause you thought creatively on how to 

get many groups meeting at different 

times and we felt free to reorganize the 

worship area from time to time (turning 

it in different directions over the years), 

but we also had visions of adding on.  

Somewhere in my early years we 

worked on ñteamsò instead of 

ñcommitteesò with an emphasis on 

brainstorming.  Mission trips got 

started, we continued to send youth to the National 

Youth Gatherings.  A senior high program developed.  

The intern program started in 1998 and went through 

2007, a new worship facility was added, the old debt 

was paid off and a new debt started.  Sunday School 

changed to a rotation format.  We continued to find 

ways to do mission locally and through the ELCA, and 

in 2008 Pastor Ben was called to partner with us in our 

ministry and mission together.  These were all visions at 

one time of where our journey together would take us in 

discipleship and then the visions became reality.                                

 What is our vision now and into the future?  You see 

our Mission Statement in this letterhead, ñLoved by 

God éò and we have a vision statement which is 

printed in some of our other publications.  They direct 

us in general but not specifically.  What we have been 

good at as a congregation is focusing on the specifics.  

So now, letôs ñplay forwardò.  Our current vision is to 

continue to grow a budget that supports our calling Pas-

tor Ben.  When we began looking at the Associate Pas-

tor position we started saving our surplus money that 

came in at the end of various years 

and created a cash reserve that 

would help with that position if 

needed.  Our goal was that in 2010 

the associate pastor position would 

be fully funded.  Pastor Ben has 

been a great match to the vision of 

strengthening our Youth and 

Young Families ministries and just 

all around great pastor.  Which 

then leads us to our next vision, 

adding on to our education wing.  

When will that happen?  It might 

be five years, it might be ten or 

three.  We donôt know.  But it is 

the natural progression of things 

when you are making a difference 

in young familiesô lives as well as 

speaking to the needs of those my 

age and above. 

 In our discipleship, all of us are on a journey in how 

we help others know the love story of Jesus.  We do that 

in different ways as individuals, but as a church commu-

nity we continue our journey in discipleship together 

with vision.  May we continue to turn visions into real-

ity and to make a difference in peoplesô lives with His 

committed love as our guide. 
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 Greetings from Pastor Ben 

Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

For the first three years of ministry, I will attend a First Call Theological Event for a week each fall.  This 

year we are asked to read the book A Field Guide for the Missional Congregation.  The book begins by defining a 

quest: ñA quest is something you have to do, a journey you feel compelled to take ï not knowing for certain where 

it may lead or being sure how you are going to get there, but knowing that it is something you must pursue.ò  It 

goes on to invite the reader to embark on a quest for becoming a missional church.   

When I think of quests I immediately 

think of stories like the King Arthur and the Holy 

Grail (Ni!), Don Quixote, and Indiana Jones.  I 

rarely think of myself on a quest.  I pretty much 

stay in town and do the everyday things that I do.  

Life does not get so exciting that books and mov-

ies are made to tell my story.  And yet, if I take 

Jesusô call to ñfollow meò seriously, I am on a 

quest. 

 This has got me thinking about what quest am I 

on?  What quest are we at Good Shepherd embark-

ing on together?  What grips us so tightly that we 

are compelled to seek it out or to bring it to com-

pletion?  I began by making a list of the ways the 

quest that Jesus puts to his disciples to ñfollow 

meò is being embarked on in our congregation.  I 

see it in layettes assembled and quilts sewn.  It is 

in Thanksgiving dinner planned for a community and in canned goods sorted for Operation Bootstrap.  I see it in 

youth raising money for the Heifer Project and in the Sunday School collecting Change for Change as their offer-

ing. It is in groups gathering as they hunger for God and confront death.  I see it in parents bringing their youth to 

Confirmation and Sr. High so they might be compelled to being their own quest.  It is in a community of people 

who prepare for and gathering together around Word and Sacrament to be filled with Godôs Spirit.   

 The quest we are on may not lead us to exotic places all the time.  It may lead us into the normalcy of life.  It 

may lead us to foreign lands that struggle with disease and poverty.  It may lead us out of the normalcy of our days 

and comfortableness of our lives.  Wherever it takes us we will be compelled. 

 Those of you who know where youôre going, invite others to join you along the way.  Those of you who yearn 

to know what ñfollow meò means, look to those already on the way.  Together weôll follow where Jesus leads us; 

serving the poor, the hungry in spirit, and the outcast and ashamed.   

Where are you compelled to go follow? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

 

 

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 25,847      29,307       202,680    205,151    

Pledged Benevolence 1,447        1,298         10,699      9,084        

Total Income 27,294      30,605       213,379    214,235    

Total Expenses 28,169      28,354       226,205    226,829    

12/31/2008 8/31/2009 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 39,506      25,564       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 327,332    309,550     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of August, 2009 Year-to-Date 8/31/09

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf Zip Code  

Please let us know 

if you have a new 

Stevens Point zip code.  

Prayer Corner 

Thank God for Little Things 

Thank You, God, for little things 

 that often come our wayñ 

The things we take for granted 

 but donõt mention when we prayñ 

The unexpected courtesy, 

 the thoughtful, kindly deedñ 

A hand reached out to help us 

 in time of sudden needñ 

Oh make us more aware, dear God, 

 of little daily graces 

That come to us with òsweet surpriseó 

 from never-dreamed-of places. 

Empty Bowls 

The Hunger Prevention Partnership is pleased to an-

nounce that this yearôs Empty Bowls Event will take 

place on Saturday, October 17, 

11am - 1:30 pm at SPASH (1201 

Northpoint Dr.)  This annual event 

is a fundraiser for the agencies in 

Portage County that provide emer-

gency food packages to some of our 

neediest neighbors. 

This popular event has been growing each year. For 

$10.00 participants get to choose a bowl created by 

local potters, community members, and students. These 

bowls are each unique and a great keepsake! Then the 

bowl is filled with soup donated by local restaurants. 

The meal includes bread, beverage, and dessert.  In 

addition, there is a marketplace, music, a raffle, and a 

pottery demonstration by a local professional potter.  

All proceeds go to feeding the hungry of Portage 

county. 

Your help is needed  to make this event a               

success. If you are able to donate homemade 

cookies for Empty Bowls, sign up on the sheet 

in the Welcome Area and bring the cookies 

to Good Shepherd by October 14th. 

Check out 

www.emptybowlsportageco.com to 

learn more about the raffle, the history of this event and 

about the agencies that benefit from the funds raised. 

Daylight Saving Ends 

Turn your clocks back 

before bed on Oct. 31 

Workers in Paradise 

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the Workers in 

Paradise workshop sponsored by Crossways Camping 

Ministries, the East Central Synod of Wisconsin and 

Thrivent Financial. 

I had a wonderful day at Imago Dei Camp worship-

ping, laughing, learning and exchanging ideas with 

other church office workers and Bishop Justman. 

 Mary Kay Lovejoy 

http://www.emptybowlsportageco.com
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Upcoming Dates 

Oct 4 Both services 4 year olds- 3rd Graders receive 

Bibles 

Oct 11 2ð4:00 Core of Discipleship Class 

Oct 15 1:00 Agape Circle at Church 

Oct 18 TBD Core of Discipleship Class 

Oct 20ð

Nov 10 

7:00 pm Sandwich Generation Group 

Oct 25 2-3:00 Trunk or Treat 

Oct 27 9:00ðAfter 

noon 

LWR Quilt Packing Day 

Thank you Luncheon for 

quilters 

Oct 31 Before bed Turn your clocks back one hour 

Nov 8 8 & 10:30 

11:30 

New Member Sunday 

Potluck Luncheon 

Library Tidings  

If you have a question 

about something 

ñLutheranò (Do you know 

what the parts of the cross 

are called?) or about wor-

ship services, you can 

most likely find the an-

swer in one of these books. 

Reaching Out without Dumbing Down:  A 

Theology of Worship for This Urgent Time 
by Marva J. Dawn (264 Daw) ï ñIn her 

warmly encouraging book Marva Dawn ex-

plores ways that congregation members and 

leaders can plan appealing and accessible 

worship services without ódumbing downô to 

the lowest common denominator of popular 

culture. . . . An especially helpful guide to 

contemporary worship and music and to do-

ing theology in congregations.ò  (review by 

Christian Century on the back cover)  

The Lutheran Handbook published by Augs-

burg Fortress (250 Lut) ï This small book is 

packed full of basic (and humorous) informa-

tion about the Lutheran Church and the Bible.  

It includes a ñfamily treeò of Christianity and 

ñsnapshotò descriptions of other denomina-

tions and religions. 

The Lutheran Handbook II published by 

Augsburg Fortress (250 Lut) ï This small (but 

thick) book has ñtwice the Lutheran doctrine 

of its predecessor (and twice the humor!),ò it 

ñwill guide you through the most difficult 

theological terrain with ease.  Never feel like 

you ñdonôt know enoughò Lutheran theology 

to accept a church council position or lead a 

Bible study!ò  (from the back cover)  'Quilt, Craft & More'  

Online Auction Rescheduled 
The 2009 Crossways "Gifts for the Holidays: Quilts, Crafts & 

More Auction" has been rescheduled to the spring of 2010! The 

auction will again be an on-line Market Auction and will run 

from April 5, 2010 - April 20, 2010. We will climax the on-line 

auction with a live auction event to be held on April 24, 2010. 

 

If you provided an item for one of our prior auctions we invite 

you to help us again with our 2010 event! We sold 63 items in 

our 2008 auction and raised very close to $5,000. Individuals pur-

chasing our auction items were from California, South Carolina, 

Illinois and Maryland, as well as many indi-

viduals within Wisconsin. Our goal for our 

2010 auction is to have many more items for 

sale and raise at least $25,000. 

 

Online Auction will run April 5-20, 2010.   

Live Auction will be held on April 24, 2010. 

Checkout www.crosswayscamps.org  

Wish List 

Are you looking for another way to support the ministries here at 

Good Shepherd?  A few items that would be of benefit are: 

  A 40ò HD TV for the Adult Forum area 

  Noise cancelling headphones for the mixer board 

  A battery powered drill 

If you would like to donate one of these items please talk to Pas-

tor Al.  We would also accept contributions designated for these 

items.  Use Line 3 of your offering envelope or a Designated 

Gifts envelope found in the pew pockets. 
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Trunk or Treat!Trunk or Treat!  
This family event will be fun for the entire congregation! 

Children (through 4th Grade) are invited to come and òTrunk or Treató 
through the parking lot at Good Shepherd on October 25th from 2-3:00 pm. 
Families and adults not òTrunk or Treatingó will decorate the trunk of their 

car and pass out treats. Pumpkin bars, cider, and hot 
chocolate will warm you as we enjoy the fall weather.  We 
ask that each family bring at least 1 can good for 
Second Harvest Food Pantry. If you plan on 

decorating your trunk, please sign up outside Pastor Benõs office. 

Keeping on Track in Bibleville 

We are starting a new tradition at Good Shepherd.  Just as we currently present NIV Bibles to our 3rd grade stu-

dents each fall; we will begin presenting storybook Bibles to children as they start Sunday School. 

2009 will be a ñcatch-upò year meaning that all students from 4-year-olds through 2nd grad-

ers will be presented with a ñSpark Story Bibleò on October 4th during the worship service.  

Our third graders will receive an NIV Bible that same day. 

You may participate in this ministry by making a designated gift to the Story Bible fund. Do 

this by using Line 3 of your offering envelope or place your gift in a ñDesignated Giftsò en-

velope found in the pew pockets.  Label your gift ñStory Bible Fundò and put it in the offer-

ing plate or on Vickyôs desk.  If you have any questions, see Pastor Ben. 

 

 

Check out the Sunday School table in the Welcome Area.  Sign-up to teach a 3-week rotation; remember the les-

sons are planned for you.  You teach the same lesson for all three weeks but present it to a different set of kids. 

Beginning on Oct. 11, we will be learning about Queen Esther. 


