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As we look to our discipleship togetherin our Mi ssi on Statement iin thi
2010 we will be working with thethend®e # Cont iGoude €é0 and we have a vision
theJournepp Toget her 0. But b erintedriresone @f otir Gtleenpubilicatiores. Thdy elirect

Journeyo it woul d be h e lupidgederaltbut not spetificallp tWhdt \wechavé loeenr n e y
have been through together. In November, | will havgood at as a congregation is focusing on the specifics.

been with you for 16 years. Forthose ofyouwhoha%o now, | et ds fAplay forward?ad
been here for some t i me cdntntieGosgrow & Hudget that supperts suo aaléng Bak- o0 u
sions of discipleship for Good Shepherd over the yeai®. Ben. When we began looking at the Associate Pas-

For the many of you who have been with us for 5 yedm position we started saving our surplus money that

and |l ess this will be a Aoui ck r eaweimattbe end of various years
so dondét gl aze o0\ &nd creatkdaaycash reserve that

forwardo in anott would help with that position if

)} needed. Our goal was that in 2010
the associate pastor position would
be fully funded. Pastor Ben has
been a great match to the vision of
strengthening our Youth and
Young Families ministries and just
all around great pastor. Which
then leads us to our next vision,
adding on to our education wing.
When will that happen? It might
be five years, it might be ten or
three. We dondt kn
the natural progression of things
when you are making a difference
in young familiesbd
speaking to the needs of those my

When | got here the first vision the
was very important was getting contr:
of the debt and restructuring the Con
mation class. Our muipurpose build-
ing was a great learning experience |t
cause you thought creatively on how
get many groups meeting at different o/ Continue
times and we felt free to reorganize tiggl= "~ (|} The
worship area from time to time (turnirz 2+ Journey
it in different directions over the year# '
but we also had visions of adding on.
Somewhere in my early years we
wor ked on At eams{
fcommi tteeso wi t} Come Closer To God
brainstorming. Mission trips got
started, we continued to send youth to the National
Youth Gatherings. A senior high program developed®9€ and above.
The intern program started in 1998 and went through  In our discipleship, all of us are on a journey in how
2007, a new worship facility was added, the old debtwe help others know the love story of Jesus. We do that
was paid off and a new debt started. Sunday Schoolin different ways as individuals, but as a church commu-
changed to a rotation format. We continued to find nity we continue our journey in discipleship together
ways to do mission locally and through the ELCA, andith vision. May we continue to turn visions into real-
in 2008 Pastor Ben was called to partner withusinourt y and to make a difference
ministry and mission together. These were all visiong@nmitted love as our guide.
one time of where our journey together would take us in
discipleship and then the visions became reality.

What is our vision now and into the future? You see fﬂ% Q/
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Greetings from Pastor Ben
Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

For the first three years of ministry, | will attend a First Call Theological Event for a week each fall. This
year we are asked to read the béokield Guide for the Missional Congregatioifhe book begins by defining a
guest: AA quest is something you hrotkeowinhgdor abrtain wherej our
it may | ead or being sure how you are going to get
goes on to invite the reader to embark on a quest for becoming a missional church.

When | think of quests | immediately
think of stories like the King Arthur and the Holy
Grail (Ni!), Don Quixote, and Indiana Jones. |
rarely think of myself on a quest. | pretty much
stay in town and do the everyday things that | do
Life does not get so exciting that books and mov
ies are made to tell my story. And yet, if | take
Jesuso6 call to Afollo
quest.

This has got me thinking about what quest a
on? What quest are we at Good Shepherd emb
ing on together? What grips us so tightly that we
are compelled to seek it out or to bring it to com-
pletion? | began by making a list of the ways the
guest that Jesus put s
meo is being embarked
see it in layettes assembled and quilts sewn. It is
in Thanksgiving dinner planned for a community and in canned goods sorted for Operation Bootstrap. | see itin
youth raising money for the Heifer Project and in the Sunday School collecting Change for Change as their offer-
ing. Itis in groups gathering as they hunger for God and confront death. | see it in parents bringing their youth to
Confirmation and Sr. High so they might be compelled to being their own quest. It is in a community of people
who prepare for and gathering together around Word

The quest we are on may not lead us to exotic places all the time. It may lead us into the normalcy of life. It
may lead us to foreign lands that struggle with disease and poverty. It may lead us out of the normalcy of our days
and comfortableness of our lives. Wherever it takes us we will be compelled.

Those of you who know where youbre going, invite c
to know what #Afoll ow med means, | ook to those alrea
serving the poor, the hungry in spirit, and the outcast and ashamed.

Where are you compelled to go follow?

Grace and Peace,

74%/ ﬁn/

ECtoving? Please give the church office your new address {634P). This will save the church U.S. K
P

ostal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change. Thanks for you
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Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf Zip Code
Please let us know
Month of August, 2009 Year-to-Date 8/31/09
Actual | Budget Actual | Budget if you have a new
Income: . . d
Mission & Ministry 25,847 29,307 202,680 205,151 Stevens Point zip code.
Pledged Benewlence 1,447 1,298 10,699 9,084
Total Income 27,294 30,605 213,379 214,235 (-
= . L End
. tsa\l\“g
Total Expenses 28,169 28,354 226,205 226,829 Da\j\\gh oks 02C
Turmyour @ . 31
Account Balances ped o oct
12/31/2008 | 8/31/2009] *Cash available for day-to-day pefore
Operating Cash* 39,506 25,564 operations, does not include cash
Mortgage Balance 327,332 309,550 designated for special funds.
Empty Bowls / Prayer Corner
The Hunger Prevention Partnership is pleased to an-
nounce that this yeards m y Bowls Event will take
place on Saturday, October 17, Thank God for Little Things
11am- 1:30 pm at SPASH (1201 Thank You, God, for little things

Northpoint Dr.) This annual event
Y| is a fundraiser for the agencies in ;
"%\ 2| Portage County that provide emer- The things we take for granted

that often come our iwvay

: but dondt medtion wh
' BOWILS] B food packages to some of our
neediest neighbors. The unexpected courtesy,
This popular event has been growing each year. For the thoughtful, kindly déed
$10.00 participants get to choose a bowl created by A hand reached out to help us
local potters, community members, and students. These in time of sudden rieed

bowls are each unique and a great keepsake! Then the
bowl is filled with soup donated by local restaurants.
The meal includes bread, beverage, and dessert. In

Oh make us more aware, dear God,
of little daily graces

addition, there is a marketplace, music, a raffle, and a That come to us i th
pottery demonstration by a local professional potter. from nevedreamedf places.

All proceeds go to feeding the hungry of Portage

county. _ _

Your help is neededto make this event a Workers in Paradise

success. If you are able to donate homem
cookies for Empty Bowls, sign up on the sh
in the Welcome Area and bring the cookies
to Good Shepherd by October 14th. Z

Check out {::)

www.emptybowlsportageco.coto . :

. . | had a wonderful day at Imago Dei Camp worship-
learn more about the raffle, the history of this event ané] y 9 P P

about the agencies that benefit from the funds raised.P'"9: laughing, Igarning and exchgnging ideas with
other church office workers and Bishop Justman.

Thank you for the opportunity to attend the Workers in
Paradise workshop sponsored by Crossways Camping
Ministries, the East Central Synod of Wisconsin and
Thrivent Financial.

Mary Kay Lovejoy


http://www.emptybowlsportageco.com

Upcoming Dates
Oct 4 Both services |4 year olds3rd Graders receivg
Bibles
Oct 11 20 4:00 Core of Discipleship Class
Oct 15 1:00 Agape Circle at Church
Oct 18 TBD Core of Discipleship Class
Oct 2® 7:00 pm Sandwich Generation Group
Nov 10
Oct 25 2-3:00 Trunk or Treat
Oct 27 9:00 After LWR Quilt Packing Day
noon Thank you Luncheon for
quilters
Oct 31 Before bed Turn your clocks back one hoyr
Nov 8 8 & 10:30 New Member Sunday
11:30 Potluck Luncheon
Wish List

Are you looking for another way to support the ministries here

Library Tidings

If you have a question
about something

ALut herano | know
what the parts of the cros

are called?) or about wor- :

ship services, you Can  cum

most likely find the an-

swer in one of these books.

Reaching Out without Dumbing Down: A

Theology of Worship for This Urgent Time

by Marva J. Dawn (264 Daw)i | n h e|r

warmly encouraging book Marva Dawn ex

plores ways that congregation members and

leaders can plan appealing and accessible
worship services wi
the lowest common denominator of popular
culture. . . . An especially helpful guide to
contemporary worship and music and to d
ing theology in con
Christian Century on the back cover)

The Lutheran Handbookpublished by Augs
burg Fortress (250 Lut) This small book is

D-

packed full of basic (and humorous) informa-

#@dn about the Lutheran Church and the Bible.

t hout

gr ege

Good Shepherd? A few items that would be of benefitare: | 't i ncludes a dAafami|l y tr
«A 400 HD TV for the Adult Rl sMOdL descriptions
« Noise cancelling headphones for the mixer board g ' _
« A battery powered drill The Lutheran HandboolI published by
) : Augsburg Fortress (250 Lut)This small (but
If you would like to donate one of these items please talk to qu—h ick) book has Atwice t
tor Al. We would also accept contributions designated for thesoef it s redecessor |(and
items. Use Line 3 of your offering envelope or a Designated Awi |l g E ide you thrlough
Gifts envelope found in the pew pockets. theological terrain with ease. Never feel like
you Adondt know enojlugho
to accept a church council position or lead|a
:H&/‘g;\\ Quilt, Craft & More Bi ble study! o (from the

Crossways

Online Auction Rescheduled

The 2009 Crossways "Gifts for the Holidays: Quilts, Crafts &
More Auction" has been rescheduled to the spring of 2010! T
auction will again be an elime Market Auction and will run
from April 5, 2010- April 20, 2010. We will climax the ctine
auction with a live auction event to be held on April 24, 2010.

|| CAMPING MINISTRIES

If you provided an item for one of our prior auctions we invite
you to help us again with our 2010 event! We sold 63 items in

hIginois and Maryland, as well as many indi-
viduals within Wisconsin. Our goal for our
2010 auction is to have many more items for

sale and raise at least $25,000.

Online Auction will run April 5-20, 2010.
Live Auction will be held on April 24, 2010.

our 2008 auction and raised very close to $5,000. Individuals g&iveckout www.crosswayscamps.org
chasing our auction items were from California, South Carolina,
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VT e Keeping on Track in Bibleville

We are starting a new tradition at Good Shepherd. Just as we currently present NIV Bibles to our 3rd grag
dents each fall; we will begin presenting storybook Bibles to children as they start Sunday School.

2009 wil l-upp® yae dirc amecehni n g -yearolds thraughl2nd gradu
ers wil|l be presented with a fASpark St
Our third graders will receive an NIV Bible that same day.

You may participate in this ministry by making a designated gift to the Story Bible fund

this by using Line 3 of your offering
vel ope found in the pew pockets. Labsg
ing plate or on Vickyos desk. I f you

Check out the Sunday School table in the Welcome Area-upigmteach a-8/eek rotation; remember the les-
sons are planned for you. You teach the same lesson for all three weeks but present it to a different set of

Beginning on Oct. 11, we will be learning about Queen Esther.

le stu-

dent s
ory

Do
enve

Il vyo
have

kids.

G

Trunk or Tre

This family event will be fun for the entire con

greg:

Children (throlighrdade) are invit
through the parking lot at GoodJ8tepéftbon3:00

Families and adults not
car and pass out treats. Pumpkin bars,
chocolate will warm you as we enjoy th
ask that each family bring at least 1222

d

0 1
ider,
fall w
good

Second Harvest FodidyParnitan on %X
decorating your trunl /IPI €



