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 I want to discuss two important items, our budget for 

2010 and my sabbatical.  The Annual Meeting will be tak-

ing place at 11:30 on January 24th.  Coffee, juice, crack-

ers, and cheese will be available and we will have the 

nursery attended.  Please note that we will have the pro-

posed budget for the Annual Meeting out on the round 

table by Sunday, January 17th.  Take one home to see 

what is being done in mission and ministry as we go into 

another uncertain economic year. 

 ñContinue the Journey ð Togetherò has been the most 

positive response plan for faithful giving we have ever 

had.  More households than ever before have stepped up to 

the plate to let us know their intentions for giving during 

2010 to help finance our mission and ministry.  But at this 

point we are still unable to balance the budget for 2010 

and will need to use some reserve funds one more year.  

Please note that all the staff salaries are staying flat and 

only ministry programs that must be increased are being 

increased while others are flat or decreased.  We know 

that you are going through similar scenarios at your work 

places too.  Thanks for the response you have given us in 

this uncertain economy.  As I am writing this we know 

that we will have what we called in previous years ña sur-

plusò at the end of 2009.  However, the 2009 budget had 

to be balanced by pulling from reserve funds.  Therefore, 

if we have a ñsurplusò of $3000 but we had taken $20,000 

from reserve to balance the budget, then the $3000 is not 

ñsurplusò but ñexcess revenueò that helps pay back the 

reserve fund or gets rolled over into the next year to help 

balance the budget.  Honest talk about money has enabled 

us to turn visions into reality before and so it is now as we 

seek to be a congregation ministering to all ages with 

guidance from two pastors instead of one. 

 Here are two ways you can help our plans for mission 

and ministry as we go into the coming year.  If you did not 

reach your intended amount of giving for 2009, could you 

give the remainder this year as well as fulfill your inten-

tion for 2010?  Second, would you consider giving by way 

of Simply Giving?  This automatic transfer program 

makes a big difference enabling our ministry money to 

come in at a steady pace, especially during the summer.  

Registration forms for Simply Giving are at the usher ta-

ble. 

 The second item I want to discuss is my sabbatical.  

Sabbaticals are times for pastors to take 3 months away to 

focus on other things.  Being a pastor puts one in a ñburn 

outò category that will often show ñburn outò in ways that 

hurt not only the pastor and his/her family but also the 

congregation.  To help avoid that kind of trauma, pastors 

are asked after five years in their ministry at their parish to 

take a sabbatical.  It is time again for my sabbatical.  The 

last one I took was in 2003 when Vicar Jim Page was here.  

My topic of study then was video projection and Power 

Point.  In 2004, video projection became a regular part of 

our worship services.   

 This time, I will study be how to enhance our small 

groups ministry and how to use DVDôs to aid our minis-

try.  Areas where DVD production could help in our min-

istry include a DVD developed so first time worshippers 

get to know us better through a visual tool, a DVD can 

help new disciples at Good Shepherd engage with small 

groups, and DVDs that we produce could help give small 

groups resources for discussion that relate to the needs of 

the Good Shepherd community without the presenter 

needing to be at every small group. 

 Sabbatical is also a time for me to connect with family 

both at home, as well as in Minnesota and Texas.  I will be 

away May 24th through August 29th.  During that time I 

will be doing three weddings, only one is here at church.  

Other then those weddings I will be gone and Pastor Ben 

will be in charge. 

 Thank you for being a church that understands the im-

portance of sabbaticals.  It is my hope that through my 

time away I will learn information that will strengthen our 

ministry together as well as have some time to strengthen 

and renew relationships with family and friends.  
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And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, the magi left for their own country by another road. 

~Matthew 2:12 

As I was listening to the Monteverdi Choraleôs Lessons and Carols last month, this verse from Matthew re-

sounded in my ears for days to come.  They traveled so many miles, they brought gifts of unknown worth, they 

bowed down and worshipped a child.  And when they left to go back home, they took another road.  After en-

countering the Christ-child, the road they had come on was not safe anymore.  They had to go a different way. 

During Advent we straighten paths and make the rough places smooth for the coming of Christ in our lives.  We 

turn around and anticipate the Messiahôs birth.  Christmas comes fast upon us and then the trees are placed curb-

side, trash bags are full of boxes and wrapping, and we are left with bellies full of food and hearts full of family.  

Like the magi weôve encountered the Promised One and bowed down to worship Him. 

Now itôs time to move on into the New Year.  We return from holiday breaks and vacation to return home and to 

the normality of life.  Will we take the same roads we did before?  Or does our encounter with Emmanuel, God 

with us, point us in new directions along new paths, like it did for the magi?  We are not called to leave our homes 

and lives.  We are invited to approach them from new angles as we pass through new and unknown lands.  Along 

the way we remain confident that the God who is revealed in Jesus will be present with us throughout. 

What new road is God calling you to travel this year? 

 

 

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, 

through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that you 

hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (ELW p. 304)  

Annual Reports 

Council Members and Ministry 

Team leaders, annual reports are due 

in Vickyôs office by January 10th .  

Reports can be emailed to good-

shep@eflock.org.  If you have ques-

tions, see Vicky or look at last yearôs 

report.   

The Annual meeting is January 24th 

following the 10:30 service. 

Mitten Tree 

We are still collecting new or gently 

used hats, gloves, mittens, scarves, 

underwear and socks.  These items 

will be sent  to Operation Bootstrap. 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Super Bowl Sunday is Feb. 7th, and 

we will once again collect can goods 

for the local Food Pantries.  Watch 

for more details. 

Snow Policy 

Confirmation Class: If school is 

cancelled on a Wednesday due to 

inclement weather conditions, con-

firmation classes will also be can-

celled.  If class is cancelled, Pastor 

Ben will send out an email message.  

Otherwise call 341-6122 and listen 

to our phone message to see if class 

is cancelled.   

Worship Services: If a worship ser-

vice is cancelled  due to inclement 

weather conditions call 341-6122 

and listen to the phone message.  

Pastor Al & Pastor Ben can change 

that from home.  If they can get to 

the church, they will send out an 

eflock message.   

To be added to our email list, send 

you address to goodshep@eflock.org  

 

 

From the Staff  

Thank you for the Christmas gifts 

given by the congregation to the 

Good Shepherd Staff. We appreciate 

being remembered this way. 

We look forwarding to ministering 

with you in the coming year. 

Happy New Year, 

Pastor Al, Pastor Ben, Mary, 

Vicky, Mary Kay, Kenny, 

Sharon, & Scott 

Offering Envelopes 

Throw away 2009 envelopes 

Put amounts in correct columns 

If only TOTAL is enter, the con-

tribution goes to Mission & 

Ministry 

Be sure to sign your check 

Greeting from Pastor Ban 

mailto:goodshep@eflock.org
mailto:goodshep@eflock.org
mailto:goodshep@eflock.org
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 29,022      29,307       277,566    281,350    

Pledged Benevolence 1,349        1,298         14,651      12,458      

Total Income 30,371      30,605       292,217    293,808    

Total Expenses 27,192      28,354       307,550    311,890    

12/31/2008 11/30/2009 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 39,506      23,218       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 327,332    302,759     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of November, 2009 Year-to-Date 11/30/09

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf  

Annual Meeting 

January 24 

Immediately Following 

10:30 Worship Service 

 

Reports due Jan 10th 

Prayer Corner 

Greet Now the Swiftly Changing Year 

 
Greet now the swiftly changing year 

With joy and penitence sincere. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace 

 

His love abundant far exceeds 

The volume of a whole yearõs needs. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! With thanks embrace 

Another year of grace. 

 

With him as Lord to lead our way 

In want and in prosperity, 

What need we fear in earth or space  

In this new year of grace! 

 

ñSlovak hymn, Translated by Jaroslav Vajda 

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 

Chili Cook-off 

Get out your family recipes, aprons and secret ingredi-

ents.  Keep your eyes open because itôs coming soon.  The 

annual  Good Shepherd Chili Cook-off contest.  It doesnôt 

matter if itôs spicy or sweet, vegetarian or buffalo meat.  Be 

aware!!  The chairman will be in the house and it will be 

chef pitted against chef.  Fortunately, everyone that attends 

will be a winner because we all get to tantalize 

our taste buds with creative, traditional 

and just outrageous mouthfuls of 

chili!!  The big cook-off will be some-

time near the end of January 2010 de-

pending on two unpredictable variablesé  

the Packers and the weather.  Stay tuned.  

Nordic Choir to Perform in Weston 

Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college choirs 

in the nation, will present a concert at 7:00 p.m. on Satur-

day, February 20, 2010 at Mount Olive Lutheran Church, 

6205 Alderson Street, Weston, Wis. Conducted by Dr. Craig 

Arnold, the choir will perform sacred choral works, includ-

ing selections from Fritschel, Gjeilo, Schumann, Paulus, 

Christiansen, Vaughan Williams, and Courtney. Freewill 

offering; for concert information, call (715) 359-5546. 
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Upcoming Dates 

Jan 10 12:30 

4:00 
Youth ïSylvan Hill 

Core of Discipleship Class 

Jan 24 11:30 Annual Meeting 

Feb 17  Ash Wednesday 

Apr 3  Easter Sunday 

Library Tidings  

Two more recent additions to our libraryé 

Why Christian?:  For Those on the Edge of Faith by 

Douglas John Hall (239 Hal) ï This book is written 

for those asking, ñWhy be Christian?ò 

A Psalm in My Heart:  Daily Devotionals from the 

Book of Psalms by Leroy Brownlow (242 Bro) ï 

Short devotions on a wide variety of topics inspired 

by Psalms; includes relevant quotes by many authors 

and poets. 

 

Keeping on Track in Bibleville 

 

Happy New Year!  Welcome to 2010! 

2009 ended with the Christmas pageant on December 

20th.  The kids did a fantastic job and had a lot of fun 

dressing up as spies, angels, and shepherds to bring the 

Christmas story to you.  We would like to thank Kim 

Akey for directing the play this year, Joyce Polson for 

playing the piano, and all the helpers for the Little 

Lambs for doing what you do.  We couldnôt have done 

it without any of you!  You helped make it a true suc-

cess!  Thank you! 

Sunday School resumes on January 10th with the Old 

Testament favorite: Joseph and His Brothers.  We also 

started learning the Old Testament Books of the Bible.  

In a few months our ñBiblesò will be complete! 

On January 31st, the 5th and 6th graders will be introduc-

ing us to our next story Joseph and Pharaoh, with a lit-

tle help from Elvis!  It will be a lot of fun, please join 

us for the presentation at 9:15!  

We want to thank the teachers in advance for volun-

teering to teach.  The names will be printed in Febru-

aryôs FlockTalk. Thank you for all your support and 

your prayers throughout the year. 

God Bless, 

Sunday School Education Team 

 

Dates to Remember 

Jan. 10th ï Jan. 24th ï Joseph and His Brothers Story 

Jan. 31st at 9:15 ï 5th & 6th graders share their Joseph 

and Pharaoh presentation 

Jan. 31st ï Feb.  14th ï Joseph and Pharaoh Story 

Feb 21st ï Mar 7th ï The Last Supper 

Mar 14th ï Mar 28th ï Holy Week and Easter 

Apr 4th ï Happy Easter ï No Sunday School 

Apr 11th ï Apr 25th ï The Plagues 

May 2nd ï Motherôs Day Project 

May 9th ï Last Day of Sunday School 

           Upcoming Forums 

Jan 3 No ForumðHappy New Year 

Jan 10 Pastor Alð see article below 

Jan 17 Everil Quist ï Eastern Europe  

Jan 24 Bob Quam ð Salvation Army  

Jan 31 TBA 

I Sold My Soul on eBay  

During Adult Forum on January 10, Pastor Al will 

lead a discussion on the book, I Sold My Soul on 

eBay . This book is a non-fiction work by atheist 

Hemant Mehta that describes his visits to a variety 

of Christian churches. These visits initially oc-

curred as a result of an eBay auction Mehta cre-

ated where he offered to visit the worship services 

of the winning bidder's choosing. The media later 

branded this auction as Mehta "selling his soul." 
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UUPCOMINGPCOMING  

Sr. High:  A Gardner January 3 

Confirmation: Gospels Overview January 6 

Confirmation Event: Sylvan Hill January 10 

Confirmation: Baptism & the Wilderness January 13 

Sr. High: A Traveler January 17 

Confirmation: Teachings of Jesus January 20 

Confirmation: Miracles of Jesus January 27 

Sr. High: A Traveler pt 2 January 31 

Top 5 New Year Resolu-

tions!  
1. Spend more time with Family  

2.  Get into better shape  

3.  Lose Weight  

4. Stop Smoking  

5. Enjoy Life More  
 

Whatõs Yours? 

These are written so that you may 
come to believe that Jesus is the  

Messiah the Son of God.   

And that through believing you would 
have life in his name.  

 

In Confirmation weõre going to start looking at the Gospelsñ

which means the Good News.  There are 4 different versions 

of the Good News of Jesus.  Some are similar, some are very 

different.  But they all tell us about Godõs love for us and all of 

creation.  They are more than a biography of a man 2000 

years ago.  They are stories that can mean something for our 

lives too! 

B 0' 5)& (041&-4 "3& $"--&% W4:/015*$V 8)*$) .&"/4 W$0..0/ 7*&8V  

Can you figure out which 3 are similar? (Matthew, Mark, Luke, or John)  

When:  January 10, 2010 @ 12:30pm 

Where:  Sylvan Hill - Wausau 

How much : 13 & under = $5.00 

        14 & older  = $7.50 

Other info:  You can bring your own food, 
food is available at the lodge for pur-
chase. 

Signup easel is in Fellowship Area 

Meet at GSLC @ 12:30.  

The hill is open until 5pm 

Drivers needed 

Tubinginwausau 
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Lectors  
Cheryl Losinski   3  Jim Sheibley 
Donna Hicks   10  Erin Andrews 
Wayne Schroeder  17  Dave Polzin  
Dale Kluetz    24   
Dave Appel    31  Greg Diekroeger 
 

Communion Assistants  
Doris Hautala    3  E. Andrew/C.Keck   
T.Patyk/N.Schroeder  10 B.Foley/B.Moore 
D & P Kluetz   13  R.Matthews/K.Matthai 
Phyl Christie/D.Marinack 24 R.Sheibley/Campbell  

Darrell & Jan Freis 31  Gestner/B.Tillman 
 

Greeters  
V.Olson/Walthers    3 Heuck/Petersen 
Wolf/Eberhardt   10  Patyk/Matthai 
Hope/Hagedorn  17  Bauer/Mijal 
Schmidt/Kowaleski 24  Wolle/Hipke 
Penne/L.Miller   31  Kaercher/Holiday 
 

Acolyte  
Lauren Meier    3  Ashley Hanson  
Elizabeth Lovejoy  10   Sam Sheibley 
Amirah Neely   17  Alyssa Barthel 
Lucas Marinack  24  Adam Wentzel 
Samantha Johnson 31  Sara Hipke  
 

Altar Guild:   Jill Judd & Nancy Wolle 
 

Ushers  
Terry Kaddatz    Ron & Paula Skrenes 
        Jim/Dalton/Sidney Foley 

Lectors  
Cheryl Losinski   7  Jeff Campbell 
Pat Kluetz    14  Barb Tillman 
Sonia Gestner   21  Katy Matthai 
Phyllis Christie   28  Kaye Niemi 
 
 

Communion Assistants  
H. & P. Riley    7  W.Schroeder 
J.Suomi/M.Schmidt 14  T.Kiener/J.Nornberg 
       21  J. Liss/B.Moore 
Tracey Patyk   28  Bob & Rose Matthews 
 
 

Greeters  
Komasa/Wandrey    7  Vaughter/Aittama 
Noskowiak/Kluetz  14  Wright/Polson 
Christie/Molski   21  S.Moore/Hicks 
V.Olson/Walther  28  Skrenes/Schroeder 
 
 

Acolyte  
Marshall Neely    7  Dakotah Lynd 
Katie Patyk    14  Brad Barthel 
Corey Sturm   21  Emily Jones 
Jordan Kellogg   28  Austin Bunders 
 
 

Altar Guild:   Carol Moore & Jane Wolf 
 

Ushers  
Joe Stackman     Don Rusch  
Matt Szeligowski    Glen Bauer  
         Jake Edson 

Assisting in Worship  
Please mark dates on your calendar.  If you cannot serve on the date you are assigned, exchange with someone on 
the list, or contact the chairperson Let the office know so that corrections can be made in the bulletin. 
 Lectors  contact Cheryl Losinski 252-7283   Greeters   contact Bob Moore 592-6105 
 Acolytes  contact Tracy Kiener 345-0617   All Others  contact Church Office 341-6122 

January  
 

  8:00    Date   10:30 

February  
 

  8:00    Date   10:30 

Marriage Encounter 

Say ñI Love Youò with a Lutheran Marriage Encounter 

weekend. Get away from the everyday demands of the 

world so the two of you can focus on each other.  Youôll 

spend two nights in a comfortable hotel and enjoy five 

meals from Friday at 7:00 pm to Sunday at 5:00 pm. 

Four presenting couples, including a Lutheran clergy 

couple, give a series of presentations followed by ques-

tions the couples discuss in the privacy of their hotel 

room.  There is no counseling and no group sharing. Itôs 

great for couples who  have a good marriage and want 

to enrich their relationship, it also does wonders for 

those marriages that have lost their luster through years 

of child rearing and work obligations. 

The next Lutheran Marriage Encounter Weekends are 

Feb. 12-14 & March 19-21 in Brooklyn Center; April 16

-18 in Duluth and April 30-May 2 in Alexandria. Please 

register a month in advance.  For more info, contact 

Dick & Judy Dehnel at 952-432-3105,  or visit 

www.godlovesmarriage.org.  

http://www.godlovesmarriage.org/


 7 

 

 1 Jim Foley 
 Tony Brockmeyer 
 3 Craig Aittama 
 4 Melissa Noskowiak 
 5 Karen Wiltzius 
 Matt Elliot 
 Erin Andrews 
 Carrie Fugina  
 6 Rachel Borgen 
 Daniel Grabski 
 7 Bill Koehler 
 Sydney Foley 
 Hildegard Morris 
 Ryan Schiszik  
 8 Matt Moen 
 Jacob Szeligowski 
 Mabel Voelker 
 9 Cole VerHagen 
10 Marianne Wade 
 Lee Vaughter 
 Dakotah Holzem 
 Jennifer Schultz 

11 Diane Fitzpatrick 
 Val Olson 
 Christine Keck 
12 Steven Cook 
 Ana Karcher 
13 Emily Hope 
14 Michael Resch 
17 Matt Szeligowski 
18 Donald Felmer 
 Benjamin Netzinger 
19 Ron Skrenes 
 McKenon Diekroeger 
23 Madeline Stockbridge 
24 Brittany Bergquist 
 Jill Tepp 
25 Matt Osenga 
 Seth Bunders 
26 Cameron Tucker 
27 Mary Kimmel 
 Julie Blanchard 
 Ed Wade 
 Elizabeth Erdmann 

28 Brad Kucksdorf 
29 Brian Waltenberg 
 Kathryn Hicks 
 Ryan Wilcox 
31 Alex Cebula 
 

 6 Bill & Barb Koehler 
29 Jim & Polly Garbe 

January Birthdays  January Anniversaries  

January 2010 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri  Sat 

Worship broadcast on Ch. 95, 984/984-1       Wednesday 2:30 & 8:30 pm and Thursday 11:00 am 
Communion is celebrated every Sunday. 

1   Office Closed 
Pastorsô Day Off 

2    
 

3   
8& 10:30 Worship 
No Sunday School  

4    
5:30 Exec Team 
6:30 Boy Scouts 

5   
6:30 Yarn & Yak 
 

6   
6:15-7:30 Confirmation 
7:30 Choir rehearsal    

7   8   
Pastorsô Day Off 

9   
 

10  8& 10:30 Wor-
ship   9:15am Sun-
day School & Adult 
Forum   Youth to 
Sylvan Hill 
4:00 Core Class 

11   
6:30 Scouts 
7:00 Council Mtg 
7:30  Scout Parent 
Committee  

12   
9:00 Quilting 
 

13   
6:15-7:30 Confirmation 
7:30 Choir rehearsal 

14 
Tomorrow River 
Conference @ 
Good Shepherd  
 
1:00 Agape Circle 

15   
Pastorsô Day Off 

16   
 

17   
8& 10:30 Worship 
9:15am Sunday 
School & Adult Fo-
rum 

18   
6:30 Scouts 
Feb.. FlockTalk 
Articles Due   

19   
6:30 Yarn & Yak 
7:00 Evangelism 
team  

20   
6:15-7:30 Confirmation 
7:30 Choir rehearsal 

21   
1:00 Agape Circle      
6:30ð8:30 Scout 
Pinewood Derby 
Clinic 

22   
Pastorsô Day Off 
 

23   
 

24   
8& 10:30 Worship 
9:15am Sunday 
School & Adult Fo-
rum 

25 6:30 Scouts 

7pm. Long Range 

Planning  

26   27 9:30 Emily Circle 
@ Newbyôs  

6:15-7:30 Confirmation 
7:30 Choir rehearsal 

28   29   
Pastorsô Day Off 

30   

     31    
8& 10:30 Worship 
9:15am Sunday School & Adult Forum 
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Senior Pastor Al Moen 

Associate Pastor Ben Sheets 
 

Vicky Rusch, Administrative Assistant 

Mary Thomas, Music Director 

Mary Kay Lovejoy, FlockTalk Editor 
 

Phone: 715-341-6122 

Fax : 715-341-9957 

Web Page: www.eflock.org 

Email Address: goodshep@eflock.org 

 

Office hours: 9 am - 4 pm , Mon thru Fri  

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Servicesð8:00 and 10:30 AM 

Holy Communion is Celebrated Every Sunday  

 

Sunday School &Adult Forum 

Sundays at 9:15 AM 

 

Worship Style Varies Each Week 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Spirit Touching Spirit 

With One Voice 

Praise Band 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church  


