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 Your response to the 

January 17th ELCA Disas-

ter Response insert in the 

bulletin was overwhelming.  The congregation re-

sponded with over $1000 in just that one Sunday.  With 

that in mind, I thought I would tell you about the vari-

ous ways you are helping with this disaster because of 

Lutheran agencies that are already there.  ñThankfully, 

the LWF offices and staff on the island were spared in 

the earthquake, making it possible for work to begin 

immediately.  Staff there will focus their immediate ef-

forts on issues of water safety and sanitation, assisting 

with medical triage, and providing emergency sheltering 

for the many who are now homeless.  The ELCA has 

long-standing relationships in Haiti through several or-

ganizations and the Lutheran Church in Haiti.ò  This 

quote is from the ELCA website and was letting us 

know that 100% of your gifts designated to ñHaitiò will 

go to purchase the items they need.  It was also noted 

that quilts, layettes, and health kits that many of you are 

sewing or collecting will end up being sent to Haiti. 

 I know many of you have also been supporting 

ñFood for the Poorò.  They too are a very real presence 

in Haiti.  I have heard them being mentioned in various 

news reports as they seek to help with food.  ñFood for 

the Poorò mainly works in the Caribbean area.  It is a 

multidenominational NPO but we have been made 

aware of them by the different Lutheran pastors over the 

years that have come to speak to us about their various 

mission programs. 

 The simplest way  to help is to give through Good 

Shepherd.  To give to the ELCA Disaster Response for 

Haiti use Line 3 your offering envelope and write 

ñHaitiò beside the amount.  Or use the Designated Gifts 

envelopes in the pew chairs and select ñELCA Disaster 

Responseò and we will credit it to Haiti.  If you want to 

give through ñFood for the Poorò use the pew chair en-

velopes and in the category ñOtherò ð and write ñFood 

for the Poorò. 

 To give without going through Good Shepherd you 

can use two methods.  Lutheran World Relief (LWR) is 

using a similar text messaging idea that the Red Cross is 

using.  For LWR you would text ñLWRò to this number 

ñ40579ò using your cell phone.  This will make a $10 

donation.  Remember to reply ñyesò when it asks for 

confirmation.  If you want to give directly to the ELCA 

Disaster Response or directly to Lutheran World Relief 

go to our website, www.eflock.org and click on Haiti 

Earthquake Response.  The next page will give you a 

direct link to the site of your choice.  It is at times like 

these that we realize how connected we are in mission 

and ministry through the ELCA as a body of churches 

that continually seek to reach out with Godôs love story, 

helping in ways that make a difference. 

 So much tragedy in the midst of this earthquake.  I 

want to make you aware of one of the victims that is 

close to home in our ELCA family.  The Rev. April Lar-

son is a former Bishop to the La Crosse Synod in Wis-

consin (ELCA). Her son, Ben, was in Haiti on a mission 

trip with his wife and cousin.  They were helping at the 

St. Joseph Home for Boys when the earthquake hit.  The 

three of them were on the same floor when it happened.  

I encourage you to go to this site and read this story of 

discipleship and faith.  ñHe spent his last breath sing-

ingò is the title of the article.  If you are reading this on 

line just click the link, if not ñGoogleò ñELCA January 

18 singingò.  Benôs courage in the face of death reminds 

us that death is a doorway, not a dead end and his life is 

an example of disciple-

ship seeking to share that 

love story in word and 

deed. 

Loved by God ñ We Tell ñ We Share  
Volume 32, Issue 2                            February 2010 

Greeting from Pastor Al 

Ben, Renee, & Jonathan Larson 

http://eflock.org/
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4403
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Our-Three-Expressions/Churchwide-Organization/Communication-Services/News/Releases.aspx?a=4403


2  

 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

Lent is an Anglo-Saxon word that means Spring (as 

in ñthe season ofò).  If the last two winters are any indication 

of what is to come this year, Lent should begin in the middle 

of May.  Yet in the church calendar it is only a few weeks 

away. The church fathers were certainly not from Central 

Wisconsin.  But we continue to celebrate this season during 

the assigned times despite the contradiction of the weather 

outside.  We prepare for the death and resurrection of Christ 

during this season by pruning our branches and feeding our-

selves with Godôs word. 

 Often, I think, we think of Lent as a time to give some-

thing up, whether itôs sweets, soda, or smoking.  The point of 

giving something up during Lent is so that we might fill it 

will something even better.  It is so that we fill our fasting 

with persistent prayer and acts of charity.  For me, when I 

crave a soda at 2:30 in the afternoon I stop and pray as a re-

minder of my true desire for Godôs grace and mercy and the 

$.75 that Iôd put into the soda jar at church I collect towards 

an additional offering for those in need.   Itôs a simple con-

stant way that I can be intentional about my discipleship.  I 

am not just taking away from myself, but am finding ways to 

feed my faith in prayer and giving. 

 Here at Good Shepherd we have several different ways for 

you to increase your prayers and devotions during Lent.  First, 

each Wednesday during Lent, we will have an evening of 

fellowship, study, and prayer.  It begins with supper at 5:30-

6:00 offered by the Confirmation Families (free-will donation 

to help send the youth to Confirmation Camp this summer) 

followed by a bible study.  This year our topic is books of the 

New Testament.  Each week Pastor Al or I will lead a study 

of a book (or series of books).  Using our confirmation cur-

riculum, you will be engaged and encounter Godôs word in 

new ways.  Following the bible study, we will have our 

prayer service starting at 6:45pm.  This half our service in-

cludes singing, prayer, and a meditation by a local pastor 

(either myself, Pastor Al, Pastor Steve from Trinity, Pastor 

Bruce from Redeemer, or Pastor Joyce from Bethany in Wis-

consin Rapids/Rudolph). Our theme this year is ñOther 

Meals with Jesus.ò  Each week we will look at a meal that 

Jesus has with someone in the Gospel according to Luke.  The 

schedule for Wednesday evenings can be found elsewhere in 

this issue of the Flock Talk or on the website. 

 Next, we have been invited to participate with several 

other congregations in the Stevens Point area for four week 

contemplative Bible study.  It is based on a practice called 

ñLectio Divina.ò  In this practice, a passage of Scripture is 

read and the participants are simply invited to share what they 

heard.  They will also be looking at beautiful illuminations of 

the Bible passages and talking about how the art helps inter-

pret the Word.  This is a pilot ecumenical program and we are 

one of 15 groups invited to be a part of this.  This series will 

be presented here at Good Shepherd on Thursdays from 7-

8:30pm. 

 We will also be continuing our Hungry for God series 

with a focus on Lent.  This small group gathers for fellow-

ship and study on Wednesday mornings at 10 am.  You can 

find out more with the description found elsewhere  in this 

Flock Talk 

 And finally, I will be posting on at www.eflock.org/lent a 

weekly prayercast download.  Through meditation on the 

coming Sundayôs gospel text, reading of prayers, and contem-

plative music, we join together in our busy lives to prayer on 

the go ï whether in our cars, in our offices, or literally on the 

run. 

 I hope you find a way to dig deeper into the rich soil of 

Godôs grace through prayer, the reading of Scripture, and 

giving to the poor. We have confidence that the Christ who 

rises on Easter morn will raise us with him like tulips from 

the ground.  Springtime for our faith is nearing.  What is God 

growing in you? 

 

Grace and Peace, 

Greeting from Pastor Ban 

 

Souper Bowl of Caring 

Souper Bowl Sunday is February 7th 

We will collect can goods and cash for the local Food Pantries. 

If you would like to make cash donations to help reduce hunger in Portage county 

through the Souper Bowl of Caring. Place your donation in the offering plate. To 

use your Sunday offering envelope, enter the amount of your donation on Line 3 

and label it "Souper Bowl" . You may also use the Designated Gifts envelopes 

that are in the pew pockets.  

http://www.eflock.org/lent
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Actual Budget Actual Budget

Income:

Mission & Ministry 32,521      23,450       310,087    304,800    

Pledged Benevolence 1,312        1,042         15,963      13,500      

Total Income 33,833      24,492       326,050    318,300    

Total Expenses 31,744      28,354       339,294    340,243    

Surplus (Deficit) 2,089        (3,862)        (13,244)     (21,943)     

12/31/2008 12/31/2009 *Cash available for day-to-day

Operating Cash* 39,506      25,045       operations, does not include cash  

Mortgage  Balance 327,332    300,472     designated for special funds.

Account Balances

Month of December, 2009 Year-to-Date 12/31/09

Treasurer's Report - Submitted by Jane Wolf  

Ash Wednesday  

Worship 

Feb. 17 @ 7:00 pm 

 

 

Lenten Service 

Wednesdays 

Feb 24 ïMar 24 

5:30 Supper 

6:00 Study 

6:45 Worship 

Worship Team Notes 

Thank You ð The Worship team wants to thank the 

person or people that secretively un-decorated the 

Christmas trees in the sanctuary. 

We really appreciate your thoughtfulness and want to 

wish you Godôs blessings in the New Year. 

February 14 ð Since Valentineôs Day falls on Sunday 

this year, the Worship Team thought it would be nice to 

recognize married couples. During the worship service, 

the pastor will offer a marriage blessing and prayer. 

Remembering Godôs perfect love, 

 Your Worship Team 

 

Nordic Choir to Perform in Weston 

Luther College Nordic Choir, one of the top college 

choirs in the nation, will present a concert at 7:00 p.m. 

on Saturday, February 20, 2010 at Mount Olive Lu-

theran Church, 6205 Alderson Street, Weston, Wis. 

Conducted by Dr. Craig Arnold, the choir will perform 

sacred choral works, including selections from Fritschel, 

Gjeilo, Schumann, Paulus, Christiansen, Vaughan Wil-

liams, and Courtney. Freewill offering; for concert in-

formation, call (715) 359-5546. 

Library  

Befriending Life:  Encounters with Henri Nouwen 
edited by Beth Porter (282 Por) ï A beautiful collection 

of reminiscences (think Chicken Soupé) celebrating the 

life and works of this bestselling author.  ñHenri Nou-

wen (1932-96) was a Catholic priest who taught at sev-

eral theological institutions and universities in his home 

country of the Netherlands and in the United States.  He 

spent the final years of his life teaching and ministering 

at LôArche Daybreak Community in Toronto, Canada.  

His writings have touched millions of readers around 

the world.ò  The short stories in this book are by people 

whose lives he touched personally. 

Tidings 

Librarianôs Note:  A number of books and other li-

brary items have been checked out for several 

months.  Please check your book, DVD, and CD 

collections at home to see if any of them are there.  

We hope theyôll come back óhomeô soon so that 

others may check them out.  We also hope every-

one will check out the wide variety of items in our 

óself-serviceô library (you check them out, weôll 

shelve them when you return them). 
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 Lenten Supper & Worship 
Our Mid -week Lenten Services begin on Wednesday, 

February 24th. Supper goes from 5:30 p.m. to 6:20. 

While we eat Pastor Al or Pastor Ben will present the 

Confirmation lesson for the nightðthis presentation is 

meant for everyone, not just Confirmation students. 

Suppers will be served by the Confirmation students and 

their families.  A freewill offering  will go towards Con-

firmation Camp fees.  

Beginning at 6:45  we will have our worship service 

using the Holden Evening Prayer Service.  ELCA pas-

tors from Stevens Point, Rudolph and Plover will rotate 

among the four congregations during the mid-week ser-

vices. They will be speaking on the theme ˈ ñOther 

Meals with Jesusò  

 

 

First Communion Classes  

March 14 & March 21 1:00ð3:00 

Communion Class is offered for 5th graders and anyone 

beyond that age who has not attended the class. The stu-

dents will learn the meaning of communion with Pastor 

Ben. At least one parent is asked to attend with the stu-

dent. Families with 5th graders will be getting a post-

card in the mail in March reminding them of these 

dates. If you are new to Good Shepherd and have a stu-

dent in 5th through 7th grade who has not attended First 

Communion Class, please see Pastor Ben.  

The Seder Meal (a Passover Meal) will be held on 

Maundy Thursday, April 1st at 5:30 pm. This in-

volves the student and his/her family. That same eve-

ning the student will celebrate first communion during 

the Maundy Thursday Service, which starts at 7:30. 

Please mark these events on your calendar now. Thank 

you.  

Wednesday Morning 
Prayer, Study and Discussion 

 

Beginning on Wednesday, February 3 at 10:00 am, 

Renae Sheibley will lead a group in discussing The 

Lazarus Life: Spiritual Transformation for Ordinary 

People by Stephen W. Smith. 

 

Check out www.lazaruslife.com for more information 

on this book. 

 

From the website: 

ñThe raising of Lazarus is one of the most 

familiar stories in the Bible. People often 

hear this story at funerals and memorial 

services. But, this story is meant for the 

living, not the dead. The story of Lazarus 

holds powerful parallels for todayôs Chris-

tian. Lazarusô story of hope and heartbreak, 

expectancy and disappointment, death and 

life is the same story many Christians are 

living out today. Discover that the transfor-

mation Lazarus experienced is still avail-

able to you today ñ 

Annual Meeting 

Thank you to the many people that worked so hard to 

make our Annual Meeting a success.   

Congregation members were involved in many ways 

Thanks to those that: 

Wrote reports 

Prepared financial statements 

Drafted a proposed budget 

Assembled the Report booklets 

Setup the sound and visual systems 

Set up the tables and chairs 

Provided refreshments 

Served and cleaned up the refreshments 

Participated in the discussion and voting 

If you werenôt a part of this important process, please 

consider getting involved with our planning and pre-

paring next year.  Working together we can insure that 

the vision and mission of Good Shepherd remains 

strong so that we are effective in sharing the story of 

Godôs unconditional love for us. 

http://www.lazaruslife.com
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 World Day of Prayer 

World Day of Prayer (WDP) 

is a worldwide ecumenical 

movement of Christian 

women of many faith tradi-

tions who come together to 

observe a common day of 

prayer each year on the first 

Friday in March. 

Throughout the entire day, we collectively pray all 

over the world, beginning with the first sunrise and 

ending at the last sunset. Our prayers follow the 

sunôs path around the globe. WDPôs motto is 

ñInformed prayer leads to prayerful action.ò  

Through World Day of Prayer, women affirm that 

prayer and action are inseparable and that both have 

immeasurable influence in the world.  

This year's theme, "Let Everything That Has 

Breath Praise God," takes its cue from Psalm 150 

and begins the way the Psalm does, ñPraise God.ò 

Through this invocation, God is called up as ñéour 

refuge and strength, ever ready to help, strengthen, 

guide and enlighten us in times of joy and sadness.ò 

Wherever we find ourselves in life, we also find 

Godôs unconditional love. Blessed with great cultural 

wealth, this perspective of God's unconditional love 

is at the very core of the Cameroonian capacity to 

praise God. 

On March 5, 2010 we will join with people all over 

the earth and with all of creation. Together we will 

fulfill the call of Psalm 150: Let everything that has 

breath praise God. We anticipate yet another wonder-

ful service which the World Day of Prayer Commit-

tee in Cameroon has prepared for us. Let's turn our 

prayers into action! 

Watch the bulletin for details of the observance of 

World Day of Prayer in the Stevens Point/ Plover 

Area. 

           Upcoming Forums 

Feb 7 Amy Eddy, Attorney ð Nursing Home 

costs, Long Term Care, gifting assets. 

etc 

Feb 14 Rob Bell DVD 

Feb 21 Dianne Harrington -Hospice 

Feb 28 TBA 

Ecumenical Bible Study 

Last spring St. Bron's Catholic Church hosted a week 

long exhibit of illuminations from the internationally 

acclaimed St. John's Bible, the first handwritten, illumi-

nated Bible commissioned in 500 years. 

To see examples of the art work and learn more about 

this Bible go to SaintJohnsBible.org 

  This spring three women from the local Catholic Com-

munity are inviting members of the larger Christian 

community to participate in a four week pilot study Bi-

ble Reflection series using the Sunday Lenten readings 

and illuminations of the St. John's Bible. 

 The first session will be held: 

Thursday, February 25th 

7:00-8:30 PM 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
 

Subsequent sessions will be determined by participants 

within the group.  All materials will be provided. 

Morning sessions held at the following: 

Wednesdays, starting February 24th 

9:00-10:30 AM 

Newman Center 

2108 Fourth Avenue, Stevens Point 

 

St. Stan's will have a Thursday Bible Reflection 

series but details are not yet available. 

Thank you 

We appreciate the work that was 

accomplished on January 31 to make 

our building more energy efficient. 

The Property team thanks all those 

that participated in the work day. 

Confirmation Camp 

Be watching for information regard-

ing registration for our week at 

Imago Dei Village this summer. 

http://www.saintjohnsbible.org
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Upcoming Dates 

Feb 17 7:00 Ash Wednesday Worship 

Mar 14&21 1ð3:00 First Communion Class 

Apr 1  5:30 

7:30 
Seder Meal 

Maundy Thursday Worship 

Apr 2 1 pm & 7 pm Good Friday Services 

Apr 4 7 am , 9 am  

& 11 am 
Easter Sunday worship 

May 9  Last day of Sunday School 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

Feb 21st ï Mar 7th ï The Last Supper 

Mar 14th ï Mar 28th ï Holy Week and Easter 

Apr 4th ï Happy Easter ï No Sunday School 

Apr 11th ï Apr 25th ï The Plagues 

May 2nd ï Motherôs Day Project 

May 9th ï Last Day of Sunday School 

Prayer Corner 

Lent 

 
 Lord, bring us close to Your cross that we might 

know how You loved us and gave Yourself for us. 

 We would keep Lent, Lord, in a way that is 

pleasing to You. As we follow You from the garden 

to Calvary, do not let us follow afar off, lest we deny 

You. Help us watch and pray with You that we may 

not fall into temptation. 

 Enlighten us that we may see by faith that You 

knelt in prayer for us, that You, the Holy One, were 

judged a criminal by unholy men for us, that You 

suffered the whiplashes of angry sinners as our 

sinless Savior, that You stumbled under the cross as 

our Suffering Servant, that you died as the Lamb of 

God in our stead and for our sake. 

 Lord Jesus, through it all help us hear in Your 

prayer the single purpose for which You endured 

pain and death: òFather, forgive them, for they know 

not what they do.ó 

Amen. 

Snow Policy 

If school is cancelled on a Wednesday due to inclement weather conditions, confirmation classes will also be 

cancelled.  If class is cancelled, Pastor Ben will send out an email message.  Otherwise call 341-6122 and listen to 

our phone message to see if class is cancelled.   
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 Letter to GSLC 

Dear Friends at Good Shepherd, 

 I am humbled and overwhelmed by your generosity to 

One Small Drop! Your kindness will go far in the Tan-

zanian culture. The new school year begins in January for 

the children in the Livingstone Mountains.  Your contri-

bution will directly benefit the families. How exciting it 

will be for the children to be attending classes because of 

a ñforeign angelò like you! 

    Blessing, 

     Tammie Jo Berg, One Small Drop 

 

Editorôs Note: Tammie Jo spoke to Adult Forum in December.  

If you missed her presentation, please see page 8for a complete 

description of the work that One Small Drop is doing in Tan-

zania.  You may consider joining her on a trip to Tanzania in 

August. 

 

In Tanzania, a school uni-

form is required.  A uniform 

costs approximately $30. 

The average monthly in-

come is about $40.  

 

An application process is 

used for piglets, giving wid-

ows with children the first 

priority.  Within the first 

year, more than 200 piglets 

will be placed in homes. 

 Moving?  Please give the church office your new address ( 341-6122). This will save the church U.S. 

Postal fees charged for each FlockTalk that is returned due to an address change.  Thanks for your help. 

 

 

 

Haiti Relief Appeal 

On January 19, Lutheran World Relief and its partners at Church World Service sent a shipment of health kits and 

layettes to Haiti.  That shipment depleted the stock of health kits in the Maryland warehouse, and many more kits 

are needed to fulfill the needs in Haiti in the coming weeks and months. 

An appeal is being launched to help fill these upcoming needs.  Can you help?  Items in health kits and layettes 

are listed on small sheets of paper on the glass shelves near the coat racks in the welcome area of Good Shep-

herd.  You can purchase any of these items, bring them to the church, and deposit them in the tubs provided. OR - 

you can write a check to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Use the Designated Gifts envelopes in the pew pock-

ets, or you may use Line 3 on your offering envelope.  In either case, designate your donation to the project of 

your choice ñHaiti Relief" , "Health kits" or "Layettes".  To help you determine an approximate donation amount, 

each health kit costs about $12 to assemble and each layette is about $15. 

We have received information on how to get items to Lutheran World Relief prior to the annual fall drive, so your 

help is urgently needed NOW, and is even more appreciated.  Thank you for being God's hands and heart to those 

in need in Haiti. 
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Tammie Jo Berg, Iola, One Small Drop founder, just 

returned from the Livingstone Mountains, Tanzania. 

which is the current focus area of One Small Drop. One 

Small Drop is a non-profit association, founded on the 

belief of world changers who know just one small drop 

of water, financial support or volunteer sweat equity can 

bring a flood of help to the poorest of places in the 

world. Tammie Jo met with community leaders from 4 

villages regarding the implementation of 2 projects: pigs 

and school uniforms for orphans. 

  

The Pork Project  consists of starting a family with a 

pig; $30 buys a pig. The family awarded the pig is edu-

cated in how to feed, care, house and breed it. Piglets 

from the first litter are given to other families. The ap-

plication process gives widows with children first prior-

ity. 

Orphan Uniform Project  Education is a dream of chil-

dren living in Tanzania, yet endless barriers limit their 

opportunities. In Tanzania, there are no fees to attend 

primary school, but a school uniform is required.  A 

uniform costs approximately $30. The average 

monthly income is about $40. For many families the 

cost of a uniform is often beyond their capacity. This 

presents an even larger dilemma for orphans.  

Project Sponsorships One Small Drop is looking to 

partner with classrooms, 4-H clubs, Scouts, FFAs, Sun-

day Schools or any 

other organizations in 

sponsoring a school uni-

form or a pig for the 

pork project.  

Travel Opportunity 

Tammie Jo is returning 

to Tanzania in August 

2010. If you are inter-

ested in participating in 

this trip contact her at 

tammiejo@tds.net. 

 

Tammie Jo is available to speak to groups about One 

Small Drop, which continues to strive for independence, 

education, and innovation through one-to-one network-

ing in Wisconsin and Tanzania.  

 

For more information go to www.onesmalldrop.org or 

www.tammiejoberg.blogspot.com. 

  

Contact Tammie Jo Berg: tammiejo@tds.net,  

715-445-4919, or N6823 Co J, Iola, WI 54945. 

One Small Drop 
Local International Aide Organization 

mailto:tammiejo@tds.net
http://www.onesmalldrop.org
http://www.tammiejoberg.blogspot.com
mailto:tammiejo@tds.net

