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A DISCIPLEõS MANUAL: 

Telling the Love Story of Jesus Christ  

A few weeks ago, I received a phone call from 
a Baptist organization wanting to know what we 
have been doing to be growing in membership (we 
had filled out a survey and our stats had shown a 
growth pattern that they were interested in).  I 
told them I thought there were many reasons why 
people were attracted to Good Shepherd.  The one 
I focused on was the number of community 
groups that have been meeting here and getting to 
know us. 

I listed the different groups that use our space and told about some of those who had been a part of the 
groups meeting here and then for one reason or another started worshipping with us.  Possibly something had 
happened in their life that spurred an interest in strengthening their spiritual life and they wanted to give a 
faith community a chance again or to experience one for the first time.  That being the case, where are they 
going to go? 

They know the lay out of our building and either by the information in our building, the website, or the 
banners outside they know what time our worship services are.  And so, they come and worship with us.  What 
happens when they get here?  They find a place that welcomes their children and in some way or another 
speaks to their spiritual needs. 

 When you have a SWAT team using your 
building you realize what a diverse number of 
groups have appreciated our facility and the ways 
it can help those groups help the community.  And 
at the same time, individuals in the groups that 
help others sometimes realize a spiritual time of 
renewal is needed for themselves.  It seems that 
Good Shepherd is often thought of first as they 
seek to be renewed. 

We are a diverse group of disciples.  Before 
we built the new addition, our average age was 
36 years old but with the number of new 
disciples joining Good Shepherd and the many 
baptisms since then; we would probably 
discover our average age is dropping.  That 
gives you a different set of issues than other 
Lutheran congregations where the memberôs 
average age is 65 or older.  It makes discipleship 
in this place an adventure.   
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Loved by God!  We Tell, We Share  

Summer Worship Services  

Sunday mornings at 9:00 ñMay 29 ðSep 4 

Monday evenings at 6:00 ñJune thru Aug  

Sunday School & Adult Forum  

Will Resume Sep 11, 2016 
The monthly Calendar and  

Birthday & Anniversary list is available at 

Signup & Info Center  
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Update info at right and put in Template

4-Year -Old Kindergarten Graduation  

Troop 205 Eagle Scout Ceremony  

Stevens Point SWAT Exercise at Good Shepherd  
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Is there a ñDiscipleshipôs Manualò?  Some might say it is the Bible.  The Bible certainly tells us the love 
story of Jesus Christ and how inspired disciples expressed his love 2000 years ago.  That love is the same 
today but we are able to express it in many different ways and because of that I think the ñmanualò keeps 
changing.  The manual for St. Paul dealt with bringing in the Gentiles, for Luther it was using the printing 
press, and in George Washingtonôs day it was working out the idea of ñseparation of church and stateò.  Now is 

a new time for you as a group of disciples in this 
faith community, Good Shepherd.  A time to 
express that age old love story with new tools and 
gifts that the Holy Spirit has given you for todayôs 
time and culture.  Part of the ñmanualò for us has 
been to learn how our extra space has become an 
evangelism tool to reach out to others.   

 

Your ñmanualò has also included me for a long 
time.  We are coming to a time of change; your 
adventure in discipleship will not include me nor 
my adventure include you.  And that is how time 
and the Holy Spirit work.  What a blessing Pastor 
Ben and your staff will be as they continue moving 
forward with you in new adventures.  You have a 
great Call Team being guided by the Holy Spirit 
that will find a new Associate Pastor to work with 
you in those discipleship adventures. 

 

 

 

Some things to keep in mind for healthy adventures in discipleship when a pastor leaves:  

¶ I am no longer your pastor.  I will not be doing pastoral functions such 
as baptisms, funerals, or weddings. 

¶ As you supported me and your leadership teams in the good and bad 
years while I was with you, give the same positive involvement and 
support to Pastor Ben and your leadership of today.  May your biggest 
crisis be how to spend surplus dollars on telling the love story. 

¶ When discipleship involvement is needed, may so many respond that 
the mission project has to expand. 

 

 

You have been a source of joy for Bonnie and me as we have worked together over 
the years.  You will continue to bring us joy as we hear news of your new journeys and 
adventures in telling his love story from generation to generation.  Adding creative 
things to your manual in how to inspire new disciples. 

Grace and peace, 

Above:  Four disciples are baptized.  This spring we 

also had three Sundays with three baptisms each.  

Confirmation 2016  


